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people who have been able to gain liberty through these means are
able to retain it through these means, then you will find that
India will have made the largest contribution possible to the war
against war.

Indian News, 15-10-1931, and Amrita Bazar Patnka, 30-10-1931

112.   INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

LONDON,
October 13, 1931

I do not want to be aggressive. I maintain that the failure to
discover a solution for the communal question is largely due to
want of knowledge about the new constitution and also to the
unrepresentative character of delegates. The Government know
only too well that the Congress is the only body which can deliver
the goods. What then is the use of their pretending that the Con-
gress is one among different groups, namely, Hindus, Depressed
Classes, Christians, landlords, zamindars? When the struggle was
in progress, the Hindu Sabha was not different from the Congress.
I am certain that if a referendum is held today, the Hindus and
Depressed Classes will by overwhelming majority be found to be
in sympathy with the Congress. I am certain that the Nationalist
Muslims will render a good account of themselves. If I had my
own way, I certainly would surrender to the Muslims, but it will
be of no use for the Government to exaggerate the differences
which are largely due to the composition of the delegation which
is their own action. If the Government is genuinely not in
favour of framing a constitution prior to a communal settlement, I
invite them to put their hand to the plough. I am prepared to
co-operate with the Government on the minimum terms which
the Congress is prepared to accept. The Congress insists on the
fullest control of the army, foreign policy and finance. The Gov-
ernment have the choice to accept or reject the Congress de-
mands.

I do not expect the Government to solve the Indian question
at this Conference, but am participating in it in the fulfilment
of the promise that I gave Lord Irwin to discuss every issue and
I value the contacts outside the Conference more.

Amrita Bazar Patnka, 15-10-1931